
OLVER BLASTS HOUSE LEADERSHIP FOR BLOCKING BILL TO LOWER MEDICARE DRUG COSTS
July 21, 2004

  
           WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st             District) criticized the Republican House leadership for blocking             action on a Democratic bill to give Medicare the power to negotiate             lower prescription drug prices and vowed to continue to fight for             this common sense proposal.

           "Just like large employers and the departments of           Veterans Affairs and Defense have been allowed to do, Medicare should           be able to negotiate with drug companies for lower prescription drug           prices for the country's 40 million Medicare beneficiaries," Olver           said. "This bill would lower drug costs for seniors and people           with disabilities by allowing the government to negotiate lower drug           prices."

           In an attempt to force a vote on the issue, Olver           has signed a discharge petition that would require the House of Representatives           to bring to the floor the Medicare Prescription Drug Savings and Choice           Act of 2004 (H.R. 3767), which requires the federal government to use           its purchasing power to negotiate real discounts on prescription medicine           for seniors and people with disabilities. Olver is a co-sponsor of           H.R. 3767.

           A discharge petition is a legislative tool used to           bring attention to and force action on a bill being ignored by House           majority leadership. Just 218 signatures would bring this bill to the           floor for a vote. To date, 176 members have signed the discharge petition.           To view the petition, go to http://clerk.house.gov/108/lrc/pd/petitions/Dis
9.htm .

           The new Medicare prescription drug plan (H.R. 1)           does nothing to lower prescription drug costs and is a particularly           bad deal for seniors in rural areas. The plan, pushed through Congress           by Republicans, became law late last year. It fails to bring down drug           costs, prohibiting the government from negotiating with drug companies           to lower prices. It leaves seniors and people with disabilities with           high out-of-pocket costs and a huge gap in coverage. In addition, the           temporary drug discount cards it authorizes have not provided the significant           savings as promised.

           "The current Medicare law's biggest winners are the big prescription           drug companies," Olver said. "Drug companies are allowed           to increase prices without any fear of government intervention. We           must repeal this flawed policy and replace it with a plan that will           allow the government to use its clout to lower drug costs for America's           seniors."

           Earlier this year, the Alliance for Retired Americans           (ARA) released its annual Congressional Voting Record for the 108th           Congress, giving Olver a perfect score for voting for the alliance's           position 100 percent of the time. The voting record rated members of           Congress on key votes that were important to the health and economic           security of seniors, including Medicare and Social Security.
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